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Hello all! 
 
Summer may not be officially over, 
but in all practical ways it is.  As I 
write this we are celebrating Labor 
Day Weekend.  Many children are 
already back in school, others will be 
starting soon.   
 
My life was tied to the school year for 
so many years that I always consid-
ered this a second chance to start a 
new year, but this is not a year like 
any that I can remember.  Labor Day 
is traditionally the kick of for the fall 
campaign season.  Another way this 
is not a year like any other.  In many 
ways it feels like last November's 
election cycle never ended.  We are 
already into an election cycle like 
none we have seen before.  Last 
month I thought I was being extreme 
when I said there might be 30+ names 
on the ballot.  Was I ever wrong, it is 
130+ and still changing as names 
drop off.  I hesitate to write about it 
because what I write today may be 
wrong in two or three days when you 
read this. 
 
This is a challenge to League and I 
am well pleased at the way we are 
meeting it.  The state officers and 
staff are giving excellent direction.  I 
hope all of you are reading 

LWVCNews and checking fre-
quently.  Every League in the county 
is now on line and we have been try-
ing to keep you updated, which is an 
effort we will continue. 
As I read your Voters it seems each 
individual League is doing something 
to register voters, get out the vote and 
make sure people are informed as to 
what this election is all about. 
 
A couple of vacation experiences to 
share.  Being away from the phone 
and sharing a computer with others 
gave me time to read.  I picked up the 
books my son had around the house 
that are things that I had wanted to 
read.  First I read "Nickled and Di-
med" by Barbara Ehrenreich.  An 
easy read, but worth reading.  Really 
brought the affordable housing crisis 
home and it is not just in California.  
Then I read Jonathan Kozal's latest 
"Ordinary Resurrections--Children in 
the years of hope".  Kozal is one of 
my favorite writers and this book is 
much more hopeful than "Rachel and 
Her Children" or "Savage Inequities"; 
showcases one small program that is 
making a difference in the lives of the 
children it touches.  The last book I 
read was "An Hour Before Daylight", 
Jimmy Carter's story of growing up in 
the rural deep south.  Not new books, 
but well worth reading.  I am sure 
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having this time to read had something to do with 
not trying to wade through the Los Angeles Times 
every morning! 
 
The other one happened back here at home.  I want 
to thank those who carried on so well while I was 
gone.  People fielded phone calls, forwarded mes-
sages from state and national offices to the local 
Leagues and generally kept things humming so I 
was able to relax and enjoy.  Again, thank you all! 
 
Several important meetings are coming up soon.  
The State Workshops will be September 20th, a 
County League Day on County Government is 
coming up October 4th and November 15th will be 
the first joint L.A. City/County League Day on 
"Prop. 13--25 Years Later.  There are lots of local 
events as the active part of the League year starts 
up.  I would encourage you to set a membership 
goal that is challenging.  Our visibility is high now 
and it is a good time to reach out.  Link the two 
together and see what you can do! 
 
Joanne Leavitt 
ac997@lafn.org 
 

 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

 
DEBATE ON COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

 
Local League members throughout Los Angeles 
County will gather at Taix Restaurant on Saturday, 
October 4th to hear study committee members de-
bate whether to retain the current positions on 
enlargement of the Board of Supervisors and crea-
tion of the position of Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO).  This meeting will prepare members for the 
county government study in local Leagues this fall.  
The luncheon speaker, Michael Feuer, will present 
his views on Los Angeles County government.  In 
addition, League Voter Service speakers will pre-
sent the pros and cons on the two October ballot 
measures. 
 
The LWV-LAC position on County Government 
was first adopted 43 years ago and has been studied 
twice since then.  The current position supporting 

expansion and separation of executive and legisla-
tive functions of the Board of Supervisors has been 
acted upon four times by the League since 1976. In 
1992 the League supported both the expansion to 
nine Board members and the creation of the elected 
position of CEO.  After failure of both those linked 
propositions, LWV-LAC supported the unsuccess-
ful 2000 ballot measure to expand the Board to 
nine members. 
 
Last year members throughout the county voted to 
do a short study of county governance with a scope 
limited to Board expansion and separation of pow-
ers by the creation of a chief executive officer posi-
tion in the charter.  At summer League Day local 
League members attended the study workshop, led 
by chair Katherine Dunlap, and heard Prof. Raph-
ael Sonenshein present his views on county gov-
ernment.  The study kit has been distributed and 
Leagues will take consensus in their local units 
prior to the December deadline. 
 
Georganne Thomsen,  
LWVLAC Government Study Member 
 

SPECIAL RECALL ELECTION 
 

With 135 candidates for Governor listed on the 
ballot, voters are urged to study the Sample Ballot 
they receive before going to the polls. The order in 
which candidates are listed was decided by random 
drawings and will not be the same in every 
precinct. It is suggested that you write down the 
number listed next to the name of the candidate 
you want to vote for before going to vote, as these 
numbers will correspond to those on the ballot for 
your precinct. It is also important to note the 
address of your polling place that appears on the 
back of the Sample Ballot as polling places have 
been consolidated and may be different from 
previous locations. Polling places used in the last 
election will have signs posted saying where voters 
in that precinct should go. If possible go to the 
correct location to vote since the ballot order of 
candidates may not be the same for all precincts 
and Provisional Ballots would be difficult to 
correlate.  Los Angeles County’s ballot will 
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HEALTH CARE CRISIS  

contain Part 1, Part 2, and Propositions 53 and 54 
on one ballot card. Some other counties may have 
to use more than one card. 
 
Part 1 asks: Shall Gray Davis be recalled as 
Governor of California? Part 2 lists candidates to 
replace Governor Davis in the event the majority of 
voters vote to recall him. If you vote not to recall 
the Governor, you can also vote for your choice to 
replace him in the event he is recalled. Election 
information is available on the Internet at 
www.lavote.net, http://gb.ca.lwvnet.org, and http:// 
www.smartvoter.org. 
 
Arline Ames, LWVLAC Government Consultant 
 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Turning on the Light 

In early June, I attended an Energy Conference 
with 22 other members of the League in Sacra-
mento.  We had been invited by the Energy Com-
mission and their staff.  In addition, Chairman 
Keese of the Energy Commission officiated.  Much 
of the information was technical along with an al-
phabet soup of euphemisms, but I will try to give 
you the gist of the all day meeting.  
 
The current market for electricity and natural gas in 
the State is generally characterized as a hybrid sys-
tem.  To provide adequate capacity for electricity, 
the system must first determine the need for sup-
ply, then determine efficient and reliable linkages 
between generation, transmission and distribution.  
As required by law, the Energy Commission staff 
is proposing an Energy Plan for the future of Cali-
fornia.  Here are some examples of ways in which 
the Plan moves beyond current planning and coor-
dination.  The Plan sets goals for peak demand re-
duction through a variable pricing system.  The 
Commission will be evaluating the pricing systems 
in a pending proceeding.  The Plan declares an ap-
propriate capacity range for new electric resource 
additions and an appropriate range for reserve mar-
gins. Similarly, the Plan also declares a level of 
needed new peaking capacity.   

 

The Commission staff emphasized that three spe-
cific new transmission projects are needed. One of 
the projects, the Path 15 upgrade south of San 
Francisco, is the subject of two draft decisions that 
are currently pending before the Commission. The 
Path 15 upgrade is proposed to improve approxi-
mately 84 miles of high-capacity transmission lines 
between PG&E’s Los Banos and Gates Substations 
that connect customers in northern and southern 
California.  Staff members elaborated on the neces-
sity for this Path 15 upgrade to close a weak link in 
the state grid. The other two – a second Palo 
Verde-Devers line and an expansion to serve wind 
farms in Tehachapi -- are as-of-yet not even the 
subject of formal applications are also emphasized. 
The Plan proposes that sufficient new transmission 
must be built to ensure high quality power supply 
throughout the state.  The Plan also suggests the 
adoption of exemptions for various technologies at 
levels not represented by any Commission orders 
as yet. 
 
Basically, I learned that the California Energy 
Commission (CEC) is looking for support for their 
Plan because they speak to the transmission capac-
ity needs while the California Public Utilities Com-
mission (CPUC) determines whether the financial 
costs can be justified.  During the events of the 
day, we became aware that though some re-
regulation is essential, overall pressures toward 
some market responsiveness are great and likely to 
prevail.  We Leaguers also urged the Commission 
to continue to support new technologies that supply 
more alternative energy.   
 
Finally, Chairman Keese commented that from his 
perspective the League’s input seemed to give the 
commissioners some justification for what they 
would like to recommend in the way of policies.  
 
Lola Ungar, LWVLAC Land Use Director 

 
Our Connections Are Many and Varied 

  
The recent blackouts in the northeastern United 
States bring home to us all how interdependent 
modern industrial society is. While the ultimate 
cause is not yet clear, it does appear as if some 
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anomalies in Ohio created the beginnings of a 
problem that cascaded throughout the electrical 
grid in the northeast U. S. and southwestern Can-
ada. Very small problems became very large prob-
lems and affected millions people, disrupting busi-
ness and curtailing recreational activity. The inter-
connectedness brings efficiencies in power use but 
it also brings greater risks and potential instability. 
  
California has developed much interconnectedness 
in the delivery of water. This interconnectedness 
extends from the far north of the State to the far 
south. It is useful to look at the nature of some of 
these connections and how they may affect us in 
the future. In southern California, we are able to 
maintain our lifestyle because of three aqueous ar-
teries that bring this much needed liquid to us: the 
Los Angeles Aqueduct that brings water from the 
Owens Lake region to the City of Los Angeles; 
The California Aqueduct which brings water from 
the San Francisco Bay Delta to Southern Califor-
nia; and the Colorado Aqueduct which brings water 
from the Colorado River to our region.  
  
Thus, we are connected to the watersheds that feed 
the Owens Valley, the Bay Delta, and the Colorado 
River. These water sheds include the eastern Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, the Western Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, the area around Mount Shasta, the 
Trinity River watershed (Trinity River water is 
pumped over the mountains to the Sacramento 
River) and the entire Colorado River watershed 
(which extends into Wyoming). Events in all of 
these regions-such as earthquakes, fires, pollution, 
local population growth--can have effects both on 
the quantity of our supply and on its quality.  
 
We can reduce our dependence on imported water, 
and improve the reliability of our supply, by focus-
ing on two important activities: conservation and 
recycling. Southern California showed in the 
drought of the early 1990s that it could conserve 
water by reducing consumption. Many of the ways 
we did that involved structural changes -low-flush 
toilets, low-flow showerheads, etc.-which produce 
reductions that continue into the future.   
 

Southern California also does a great deal of recy-
cling of water. Treated recycled water is used to 
irrigate golf courses, is injected into the ground 
near the ocean to prevent salt-water intrusion into 
coastal aquifers, and is percolated into other 
groundwater systems.  
 
As population continues to grow, we will have to 
continue to seek additional ways to conserve water 
and to recycle it. We will be asked to consider 
changes in the way we develop our residential gar-
dens (better than 50% of the water in each house-
hold is applied outside the house) and to focus 
more on native plants and less on grass and plants 
with high water needs. We will also be asked to 
accept more uses of recycled water. We should also 
demand that policies be developed that allow us 
easily to re-use grey water in our homes (from 
washing machines and dishwashers) to irrigate our 
gardens. 
 
We are highly dependent on other watersheds for 
our water supply. It is unlikely that we will be able 
to expect additional supplies from those water-
sheds. It is likely that we will remain dependent on 
them for the foreseeable future.. We can, however, 
reduce somewhat our dependence on those water-
sheds by increasing the efficiency in the way we 
use our current supply through conservation and 
recycling. In future articles, we will look more 
closely at issues involving the S. F. Bay Delta, the 
Salton Sea, the California Water Project, and the 
Colorado River.   
 
John D. Sullivan, LWVC Natural Resources 
 

UPGRADE OF FOSTER CARE 
 
The proposal is a result of a federal threat to with-
hold funds for child welfare services.  This June 
the federal government approved an ambitious 
California plan to improve child welfare services 
within two years, including reducing incidents of 
abuse in foster care and setting uniform training 
standards for social workers and foster parents. 
 
State officials said the plan is designed to improve 
the safety of children, particularly in Los Angeles 

(Continued from page 3) 
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County, which has 40% of the state's 97, 000 chil-
dren in foster care.  But they also expressed con-
cerns that the state budget shortfall could slow 
funding of the reforms. 
 
Major features of the plan include providing more 
supportive services to troubled families and less 
court intervention to remove children from parent's 
care.  Biological parents will have more say in 
what happens to their children even if there is a 
need to place them in out-of-home care. 
 
The state intends to create a more vigorous moni-
toring system and hold counties accountable for 
meeting new standards, issues that children's advo-
cates have long urged the state to address.  The ap-
proved plan seeks to reduce the number of children 
who are repeatedly abused, limit the movement of 
children from foster home to foster home, bolster 
efforts to reunify children with their biological par-
ents and streamline adoption services. 
 
Harriet Chase, LWVLAC Children's Services Con-
sultant, Abstracted from the L.A. Times 
 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
 
A review of the state budget's effect upon children 
in the 2003-04 budget year shows "basic survival" 
in this time of fiscal crisis. 
 
The budget calls for approximately $384 million in 
cuts and savings to child care with the primary re-
sults being the 8% reduction in child care provider 
rates and the elimination of subsidies for 13-year-
olds. While the funding for CDPAC, the Child De-
velopment Policy Advisory Committee, was elimi-
nated, there was a "victory" of sorts in that funding 
for childcare and development programs were not 
realigned to the counties as first proposed. 
 
According to CDPI, the Child Development Policy 
Institute, the budget uses $188 million in "one 
time" funds and $74 million of "reduced caseload 
estimates" which probably won't be available next 
year. This leaves child care and development in a 
$262 million hole when discussions begin on the 
2004-05 budget. 

 
The budget retains the June, 2003 cost of living 
adjustments (COLAs) for CalWORKS (welfare 
reform) programs, but suspends 2003-04 COLAs. 
It further shifts $11 million of federal TANF dol-
lars from CalWORKS to Child Welfare Services 
and authorizes state participation in the federal 
transitional food stamp program.  This will provide 
Californians with $70 million in food stamps at an 
estimated state cost of $2.5 million. 
 
K-12 education is funded $288 million below last 
year's budget an enacted in September, 2002. This 
will result in a $180 per pupil funding drop from 
$7,067 to $6,887. The budget funds the basic allo-
cation school districts receive from the state, but 
does not fund enrollment growth in categorical pro-
grams or COLAs in either revenue limits or cate-
gorical programs. It also delays until July, 2004  
payment for $1.2 billion in K-12 payments for pro-
grams operated in 2003-04. 
 
Budget reductions hit all state departments includ-
ing the Department of Child Support Services. The 
state is still being assessed stiff federal penalties 
for lack of a single statewide computer program for 
child support collections. Because child support 
agencies in California are funded with state and 
federal funds, Los Angeles County was hit with a 
$10.6 million reduced allocation. This has resulted 
in the County Child Support Services Department 
having to lay off 15 permanent and 107 temporary 
staff members. 
 
The CSSD managed approximately 500,000 child 
support cases, collecting $465 million on behalf of 
children and families last year. While  L.A. County 
has 28% of the state's population and 25% of the 
child support caseload, it receives only 20% of 
statewide funding for child support services. 
 
Acknowledging the state's dire financial situation, 
most everyone agrees the budget impact on chil-
dren could have been worse while expressing con-
cern about future years. 
 
Jean F. Cohen, Chair, LWVC Working Party for 
Children  

(Continued from page 4) 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE  
LWV/LAC NEWSLETTER!! !  

We’re on the Web!! 
http://lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org 

Calendar 
September 10—LWVLAC 
Board Meeting, LA League 
Office 
 
September 20—LWVC 
Member Training Workshop 
– Orange (see flyer) 
 
October 4—County League 
Day (see flyer) 
 
October 7—Recall Election 
 
October 14—LWVLAC 
Board Meeting, LA League 
Office 
 
October 30—WPC Meeting, 
10:00 am, LA League Office 
 
October 30-November 1—
OpenGov03 Conference; see 
www.CFAC.org 

Sign Up Today!!  For hard copy subscriptions, the subscription is $10.00 per 
year.  If you receive it by email, it’s free!!
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
City _______________________________________ Zip _______________ 
 
 
Local League __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email Address _________________________________________________ 
 

For information, contact carsonlwv@earthlink.net 


